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The neighborhood forum gives opportunity
for the presentation and discussion of ques-
tions pertaining to the community, and pro-
vides a basis for a broader organization of
the community center. The ideal sought is
the establishment of a center •where neigh-
borhood athletic, dramatic, social and edu-
cational clubs may meet, where young- peo-
ple may gather for recreation, where ques-
tions of civic welfare may be discussed, and
people of all ages may meet for holiday
celebrations and reunions.
To further the efforts of community work-
ers the Hollis-Johnson Community Forum
Bill was drafted and introduced into Con-
gress. It provides for a completed com-
munity center along the following lines:
That whenever a public school building1
shall have been established as a community
forum under the provisions of this act, and
upon reciiiest to the board of education so to
do by a majority of the adult persons present
and qualified to vote at any reg-ular meeting-,
the said board shall designate such building
as a community center for the organised
training- and recreation of the young- people
of the community, including- such activities
as may be requested by the said adult
organization and approved by the said board,
and shall make all necessary and appropriate
arrangements for the convenient and proper
use of the building1 for community center
meetings and activities, at such times as the
said adult organization may request and the
said board approve.
It shall be the duty of the board of educa-
tion to provide out of appropriations of public
funds authorized for the public schools, light,
heat, janitor service and such other expenses
as may be necessary to enable the comfort-
able and convenient use of public school
buildings as community forums and com-
munity centers under the provisions of
this act.
COMO, a lake in the north of Italy, at the
foot of the Alps, fed and drained by the
river Adda. It is celebrated for the beauti-
ful scenery of its shores, which are covered
with handsome villas, gardens and vineyards,
behind which mountains rise to the height
of 7,000 feet. Trout and other fish abound
in the lake. The chief towns on its shores
are Coma, Bellano, Bellaggio and Menaggio.
COMO, Jco'mo, italy, capital of the prov-
ince of Como, in the northern part of the
country, in a delightful valley at the south-
west extremity of Lake Como. The city Is
twenty-four miles northwest of Milan. It
has a splendid marble cathedral, dating from
the fourteenth century. The manufactures
 include woolens, silks and cotton. Here were
born Pliny, the Elder and the Younger, and
Yolta, the phvsicist. Population, 1921, 47,-
970.
COMOEO, kahm'oro, ISLANDS, since
1914 a colony of France, in the Indian Ocean,
attached to the government of Madagascar.
There are four islands, with an area of 800
square miles and a population of 98,000.
The entire group was ceded to France in
1SS6, "but the largest island, Mayotta, has
been a French possession since 1812.
COMPANY, in commerce. See partner-
ship; corporation; trading companies.
COMPASS, kum'pas, an instrument for
determining1 direction with reference to the
north and south points. The earth is a gi-
gantic magnet, with its poles near the geo-
graphical north and south poles; and the at-
traction of these magnetic poles is sufficient
to keep the needle pointing north and south.
(See magnetism.) Compasses are usually
classified as the surveyor's compass,, the mar-
iner's compass and the variation compass.
The surveyor's compass consists of a mag-
netic needle enclosed in a circular box and
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THE MARINER'S  COMPASS
moving over a disk graduated to degrees,
minutes and seconds. The frame has two
vertical sights at opposite ends of a diameter,
so as to secure accurate pointing. The direc-
tion of the line in which the compass points
is determined by reading the number of de-
grees between the north pole of the needle
and the line of sight. A level and a tripod
are necessary parts of a surveyor's compass.

